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Surveying and Planning through Electronic Applications and Referrals (SPEAR) is Victoria’s online system for processing planning permits and subdivision applications. 
From 30 January 2026, new road registrations will include: 
· the road name theme, such as flora, fauna, Aboriginal heritage or commemorative names recognising people or events
· whether the road is named after a person, and if so, the gender of that person
· the history behind the name, including a brief statement about its connection to the local area. 

What are the benefits? 
These upgrades improve the consistency and integrity of Victoria’s spatial data and official place naming records.
Capturing this information will help to:
preserve Victoria’s cultural heritage
strengthen the connection between names and their places
support gender equality in commemorative naming across Victoria.
These are requirements of the Naming Rules for Places in Victoria 2022 (the naming rules). 
Supporting gender equality in place naming
Recording gender information in SPEAR will enable local and state governments to:
track commemorative naming trends
meet reporting obligations under the Gender Equality Act 2020
support Victoria’s target for more equitable representation in place naming.

Are the changes mandatory?
From 30 January 2026, users are encouraged to begin entering this information.
A range of support will be available, including guidance materials, reminders and information sessions to assist users.
Entering this information will become mandatory from mid‑2026. Geographic Names Victoria (GNV) will confirm the exact start date with councils in advance to support transition planning.
Who is required to enter this information and when?
Responsible Authorities (local councils) will be prompted to enter this information whenever a new road is created through the  new street address allocation function.
Responsible Authorities should have a process in place to receive the road name origin information from surveyors or developers before adding a street address in SPEAR. GNV has developed a template to help collect this information.  
Need more information?
If you have a question about SPEAR, raise it with the SPEAR Service Desk team at: 
[bookmark: x_deObfuscatable]Email: spear.info@transport.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 9194 0612
If you have a naming query or require any further information, contact GNV at:
Email: geo.names@transport.vic.gov.au
Phone: (03) 8752 7991
If you need support choosing a place name, consider contacting your local historical society or Her Place Women’s Museum.Find out more about the government’s initiatives at dtp.vic.gov.au
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