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This Guide sets out the requirements to lodge an Application to the Registrar when a Certificate of Title (CT) is lost or destroyed under the Transfer of Land Act 1958 (TLA).
This Guide is intended to assist professionals. We strongly encourage all members of the public to seek professional help when completing this form. This application may only be lodged via an Electronic Lodgment Network.
Lodgment requirements
For most applications lodged by a subscriber through an Electronic Lodgment Network (ELN), Land Registry Services (LRS) will rely on the certifications given by the Subscriber.
Prior to giving those certifications, the Subscriber must still ensure that:
they have authority to act for the applicant(s),
the applicant is entitled to hold the CT,
reasonable inquiries have been made about the lost or destroyed CT, and
appropriate evidence of the above is retained to support all certifications.
A statutory declaration is not required for applications lodged on or after 4 May 2026.
However, the Registrar may request further information to support registration. This may include a statutory declaration or other supporting material, and the request will be made as a formal requisition or compliance activity. 
Pre-lodgment requirements
Applicant 
The Subscriber must be satisfied that the applicant(s) is one of the following:
the registered proprietor(s); 
the survivor(s) of the deceased registered proprietor(s); 
the executor(s) of the deceased registered proprietor(s); 
the administrator(s) of the deceased registered proprietor(s); 
the trustee(s) in bankruptcy of the registered proprietor(s); or 
the registered mortgagee.
If the applicant is not the registered proprietor, the status or capacity of the applicant must be set out in the Additional details on the instrument.
Mandatory inquiries 
The lodging party must carry out inquiries with:
the applicant(s); and 
the party to whom the CT last issued, or their successor, noting that LRS has issue records from 1984 only (or be satisfied on proper inquiry that the party or their successor cannot be located)
and be satisfied that those parties have carried out appropriate searches (e.g. physical searches of locations in their control such as their home or office) and the certificate of title could not be located.
Further inquiries (where relevant)
Where it is possible that another party may have held the certificate of title, the Subscriber must carry out inquiries with any party that may have held the certificate of title prior to it being lost or destroyed, such as:
any Australian Legal Practitioner, Law Practice or Licensed Conveyancer; 
any financial institution, accounting firm or accountant; 
any caveator, where a caveat alleging a charge or mortgage affects the land; 
any person who may have had the certificate of title deposited with them as an unregistered security or lien; and 
any person who purportedly last held the CT.
If another party may have held the CT, the Subscriber must be satisfied that those parties have carried out appropriate searches (e.g. physical searches of locations in their control such as their home or office) and the paper CT could not be located.
Applications when any registered proprietor is deceased 
If any or all of the registered proprietor(s) is/are deceased, an application under section 31 TLA can be made in the name of the survivor(s) of the deceased registered proprietor(s), or the executor(s)/administrator(s) of the last deceased registered proprietor(s) via an ELN. If all registered proprietors are deceased, proof of death is required to be retained but not produced. The new folio will be created in the name of all registered proprietors including the deceased.
Once the application has been processed and the new folio created, you can then lodge an Application by Surviving Proprietor or Application by Legal Personal Representative via an ELN.
Applications by trustee in bankruptcy
It is also possible for an application under section 31 TLA to be made by the trustee(s) in bankruptcy of the registered proprietor(s) as above. After the application is processed, you can lodge a Transmission application by trustee of bankrupt via an ELN.
Fees
LRS fees are payable at lodgment. Acceptable payment methods and lodgment fees are available on the Fees, guides and forms page. 
LRS may require an additional assurance contribution payment after lodgment if the application is assessed as high risk.
Contact us
[bookmark: Here]For contact details, visit the Contact us page.




Page 2
	
	

Page 2
	
	
image1.png
Department
of Transport

Government and Planning




image2.png




image3.png




image40.png
Department
of Transport

Government and Planning




image4.png




image5.png
ORl A Department

State of Tronspgrt
Government and Planning





image6.png




