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23 October 2026
Change Advisory Notice 321: Reclassification of Standpipe data in Vicmap Hydro HY_WATER_STRUCT_POINT dataset
What is changing? 
Vicmap is implementing the following two changes to the Vicmap Hydro product.
Update to Standpipe data in Vicmap
All standpipe features currently recorded in the HY_WATER_STRUCT_POINT dataset will be reclassified from ‘watering_place’ to ‘hydrant’. This change will affect approximately 568 records within the Vicmap Hydro product, see table 1 below detailing the changes. 
	Affected structure type
	Number of data points
	Vicmap Hydro dataset 
	FEATURE_TYPE_CODE
(current state) 
	FEATURE_TYPE_CODE
(future state)  

	Stand pipe
	568
	HY_WATER_STRUCT_POINT
	watering_place 
	hydrant 


Table 1. Updates to standpipe attribution within Vicmap Hydro (current and future attribution).
Update to the spelling of ‘standpipe’ in Vicmap Hydro
Vicmap will update the spelling of "stand pipe" to "standpipe" in the Vicmap Hydro STRUCTURE_TYPE reference table.
	Affected structure type   
	Description  
	Existing spelling  
	Updated spelling  

	4
	stand pipe 
	‘stand pipe’
	‘standpipe’


Table 2. Updates to spelling for ‘standpipe’ within Vicmap Hydro [Structure Type] Table code list.
Why is this changing? 
Approximately 568 standpipe records were captured over time under Vicmap Hydro HY_WATER_STRUCTURE_POINT data layer, feature type code ‘watering_place’. A subsequent review and analysis, informed by feedback from Emergency Service Organisations (ESOs) identified that standpipes are more appropriately classified under the feature type code ‘hydrant’ rather than feature type code ’watering place’. 
Feedback provided by water authorities and ESOs, confirmed that standpipes are operationally and functionally equivalent to hydrants, for the following reasons: 
1. Standpipes provide controlled access to potable or networked water primarily for firefighting, construction, and emergency response purposes, rather than for direct consumption by people or animals, which would constitute a watering place; and 
2. Operational frameworks and internal data models used by urban water authorities, Emergency Water Supply Point (EWSP), fire systems and various water authorities consistently treat standpipes as hydrant assets.
The proposed reclassification more accurately reflects the primary function of standpipes and supports alignment with emergency response and construction-related data themes.
Who will be affected?
Any user of Vicmap Hydro HY_WATER_STRUCTURE_POINT data layer or the HY_STRUCTURE_TYPE reference table should check the updated structure classifications.
When will this change happen?
The changes outlined in this document will occur on 4 December 2026.
Get in touch with us
For further help, information about joining the Vicmap User Reference Group (VURG), or subscribing to Vicmap change notices, please email vicmap@transport.vic.gov.au
For Vicmap change notices and updates, visit the updates to Vicmap page.
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Spatial disclaimer
The State of Victoria:
does not give any representation or warranty as to 
the accuracy or completeness of State of Victoria spatial products (including data and metadata), Vicmap® products or Vicmap® product specifications; or
the fitness of such data or products or of State of Victoria spatial services (including APIs and web services) for any particular purpose;
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