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New road name origins: Word template for developers, surveyors and councils
	Summary
From 3 August 2026, Responsible Naming Authority users will need to enter road name origin information in SPEAR for each new road name. The technical change is scheduled after close of business on Friday 31 July 2026. The aim is to make it easier to record why names were chosen, how they link to place, and whether commemorative names support gender equality.



How to use this template
Use one row per new road name.
Complete the template before the Responsible Naming Authority enters new road information in SPEAR.
Use the Excel version when there are multiple roads in one subdivision.
Keep the history statement under 500 characters for SPEAR. Send longer biographies or supporting information to GNV if needed.
Template
	Road name
	Road type
	Theme
	Named after a person?
	Person living?
	Gender
	Complies with naming rules?
	History / origin statement under 500 characters
	Source / evidence notes

	EXAMPLE (delete this row)
Nancie
	Road
	Anzac
	Yes
	No
	Woman
	Yes
	Named in memory of Nancie Kinsella, who served as a military nurse in World War II and later worked as a matron at Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre.
	Service record / local historical source

	EXAMPLE (delete this row)
Banksia
	Street
	Flora
	No
	N/A
	N/A
	Yes
	Named after banksia plants, which are commonly found in the local area and form part of the subdivision’s native flora naming theme.
	Local flora list / council open space plan

	EXAMPLE (delete this row)
Birdie
	Lane
	Other
	No
	N/A
	N/A
	Yes
	The subdivision is on a former golf course. A golf-related naming theme has been established, and a birdie is a recognised golf score.
	Site history / approved theme

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Theme glossary
	Theme
	Meaning

	Anzac
	Named after a member of the Australian Armed Forces or an Anzac-related event.

	Aboriginal
	Named using an Aboriginal language.

	Commemorative
	Named after a person or event.

	Aboriginal and commemorative
	Named after an Aboriginal person or an event of significance to Aboriginal people.

	Flora
	Named after a plant.

	Fauna
	Named after an animal.

	Aboriginal flora
	Named using an Aboriginal language name for a plant.

	Aboriginal fauna
	Named using an Aboriginal language name for an animal.

	Other
	A name that does not fit the other themes. Use sparingly and explain clearly.

	Gender – Woman
	The road is named after a woman or women.

	Gender – Man
	The road is named after a man or men.

	Gender – Self-described
	The road is named after a person or people who do not associate as either men or women.

	Gender – Multi-gender
	The road is named after multiple people of varying genders.


Final check before submitting
Does the road name origin statement include the name of the person, event, plant, animal or theme?
Does it explain the connection to the local area?
Does it fit within 500 characters?
Have you selected the most accurate theme?
If commemorative, have you checked the relevant commemorative naming requirements?
If Aboriginal language is used, has cultural advice or approval been given?
Phrase bank for history statements
These templates are designed to make road name history statements easier to write. Select the example that best matches the type of road name, then add the specific person, place, theme, source or local connection.
	Type
	Sentence starter (fill blanks)

	Commemorative
	Named after [full name], who [contribution]. Their connection to the area is [local connection].

	Commemorative
	This road commemorates [full name], recognised locally for [contribution/role/service].

	Commemorative
	Named in honour of [full name], whose work in [field/community/service] contributed to [local place/community].

	Commemorative
	This name recognises [full name], who was associated with [specific location, organisation, event or community].

	Commemorative
	[Full name] is commemorated for [contribution]. Their connection to [locality] includes [specific evidence].

	Commemorative
	The road is named after [full name], a [role/occupation/community member] known for [achievement] in [local area].

	Commemorative
	This name recognises the contribution of [full name] to [local community, organisation, industry or event].

	Commemorative
	Named after [full name], whose [service/work/advocacy] had a lasting connection to [specific place].

	Commemorative
	This commemorative name recognises [full name] and their connection to [school, reserve, hospital, farm, business, community group, local event].

	Commemorative
	The name honours [full name], who lived/worked/volunteered in [locality] and is remembered for [specific contribution].

	Women’s commemorative
	Named after [full name], whose contribution to [community/education/health/sport/business/environment] is connected to [local area].

	Women’s commemorative
	This road commemorates [full name], recognising her contribution to [specific local achievement or service].

	Women’s commemorative
	[Full name] is recognised for her role in [local organisation/event/service] and her connection to [locality].

	Women’s commemorative
	This name honours [full name], who contributed to the development of [place/community/service] in [local area].

	Women’s commemorative
	Named after [full name], a local [role] whose work supported [community outcome].

	Women’s commemorative
	This name recognises [full name] as part of a broader effort to commemorate women connected to [locality].

	Women’s commemorative
	Named in honour of [full name], whose story is part of the history of [local area/site/community].

	Aboriginal language
	The name is from [language group] and means [meaning]. It was selected because [local connection]. Cultural advice/approval was provided by [source], where this can be shared.

	Aboriginal language
	This name uses a word from [language group], meaning [meaning], and reflects [local landscape, animal, plant, waterway or cultural connection].

	Aboriginal language
	The name was selected following cultural advice from [Traditional Owner group/source], and recognises [local feature/meaning].

	Aboriginal language
	This name reflects [meaning] in [language group] and has been chosen because of its connection to [specific local place].

	Aboriginal language
	The name recognises the cultural significance of [place/feature/theme] and was supported through advice from [source].

	Aboriginal language
	This Aboriginal language name was selected because it relates to [local natural feature, species, waterway or landscape].

	Aboriginal language
	The name means [meaning] and was chosen to reflect [specific local context], following consultation with [source].

	Aboriginal language
	This name acknowledges the Traditional Owner language of the area and reflects [local connection].

	Aboriginal language
	The name was provided through [Traditional Owner source/process] and recognises [meaning/local significance].

	Aboriginal language
	This name has been selected with cultural guidance and reflects [meaning] associated with [local area].

	Flora
	Named after [species], which is found in [specific local area] and forms part of the [theme] used across the subdivision.

	Flora
	This road is named after [plant species], which grows in or near [reserve, creek, grassland, wetland, park or locality].

	Flora
	The name reflects native vegetation found in [local area] and supports a broader [flora/native plants] naming theme.

	Flora
	Named after [species], a plant associated with [local landscape/ecological community].

	Flora
	This road forms part of a native flora naming theme based on species found in [specific nearby place].

	Flora
	The name recognises [species], which is characteristic of the local [grassland, woodland, wetland, coastal, alpine] environment.

	Flora
	This name was selected because [species] occurs in [specific local area] and contributes to the area’s natural character.

	Flora
	Named after [plant], which has a documented association with [nearby reserve/waterway/landscape].

	Flora
	The name continues the estate’s native plant theme and reflects vegetation associated with [locality].

	Flora
	This road name acknowledges [species], a plant connected to the local environment around [specific place].

	Fauna
	Named after [species], which is found in [specific local area] and forms part of the [theme] used across the subdivision.

	Fauna
	This road is named after [animal/bird/insect species], which is associated with [nearby reserve, waterway, wetland or habitat].

	Fauna
	The name reflects local fauna found in [specific area] and supports a broader native wildlife naming theme.

	Fauna
	Named after [species], which has habitat in [local ecosystem].

	Fauna
	This name recognises [species], a native animal associated with the local [grassland, wetland, woodland, coastal area].

	Fauna
	The road forms part of a native fauna theme linked to [specific local place].

	Fauna
	This name was selected because [species] is known from the surrounding [habitat/locality].

	Fauna
	Named after [species], reflecting the biodiversity of [local area].

	Fauna
	This road name continues a wildlife naming theme based on species connected to [reserve/creek/wetland].

	Fauna
	The name acknowledges local wildlife associated with [specific site or landscape].
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